Digital Inclusion in Dorset- where you are now…
Connecting Dorset aimed to connect all Dorset Parish and Town Councils, and up 120 of Dorset’s 200 village and community halls to broadband internet. Dorset’s ICT strategy is a forward thinking document which understands the transformative role of ICT in delivering public services. The linkage of innovation in ICT with roles within service directorates is something that a Digital Inclusion Advisor can assist with, both in terms of providing successful examples from elsewhere and by supporting the process of gaining buy-in from stakeholders. The map over shows a quarter (61) of all the LSOAs in Dorset are socially and digitally excluded (twice the national average) and 15 of these are amongst the 5% most deeply excluded in the country. Over 90 LSOAs (38%) are deeply digitally excluded (the ninth highest figure in the country)including areas around the Sherborne, Swanage, Highcliffe, Beaminster, Wareham, Burton Bradstock and Lyme Regis wards.
 Delivering your LAA – what else is possible…
Digital inclusion approaches, tried and tested elsewhere, can help fulfill your LAA targets: (NI125, 131-133, 136 and 141) focus on independent living and social care. This issue requires good join-up of a variety of services which can be greatly enhanced by technology, as noted in your ICT strategy. Leicester Social Care Assistive Technologies programme uses a range of assistive technologies, applicable to many care scenarios, to support independent living. In a two year evaluation study 66 per cent of users felt that CareOnLine had made a positive impact on their daily lives (increasing users' feelings of security and independence and enabling social interaction). 
Many of your performance indicators focus on the related issues of climate change, reducing congestion and travel choices (NI’s 167, 175, 177, 185, 186, 188). Walk IT is a website with mapping software to help you make more informed decisions about whether you choose to walk for all, or part, of any given journey. It also serves as a portal for walking and environmentally friendly related links. Big Green Switch is a way to calculate a household’s waste and carbon footprint. Liftshare.com schemes have been tailored for local areas such as Sandwell Council’s Car Share scheme. 
Another concern is clearly the availability of affordable homes and sites for housing (NI’s 154, 155). The Planning Portal offers useful tools and information on planning in a certain area and what development can be performed around a house. The UK Land Directory is a land portal specialising in advertising undeveloped land for sale in the UK. 
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